David Rhys Jones  Tips for students

Get a website – even if it is only a few pages. It is an important marketing tool and presenting yourself in a professional manner will help in being taken seriously.

Don’t be afraid of rejection – it is not personal, and happens at all stages of a career - even very successful artists still experience it.

Have a good range of prices – make some of your work affordable. Quite often someone who has bought a small work will later buy something bigger.

Be prepared to spend up to a third of your time marketing and applying for opportunities.
Learn from the career paths of others – identify the artists who are in a position that you would like to be and check out their c.v.’s – you can see the type of galleries and projects that they been involved with at various stages. This may help to target similar galleries and opportunities. 
If you sell through galleries, make sure that you have a good geographical spread – there is little point in showing work in two places close to each other (the galleries don’t like it either!)
Keep in touch with your fellow students – they can provide invaluable advice and support. Clubbing together to hire a gallery space can be a good way of creating your own opportunity. 
Networking is vital – you need a bit of luck as an artist but by being proactive you can sometimes make a bit of your own luck.

Keep moving forward creatively – you need to take risks to make new and interesting work. Be prepared to spend at least some of your time ‘playing’ and trying to push the work to whatever your personal edge is. It is usually at the edge that the interesting work comes about – quite often through making ‘mistakes’ trying to achieve the idea in your head.
Galleries
http://www.galleries.co.uk 

http://www.clickartgalleries.co.uk
http://www.artrabbit.com  

http://www.allinlondon.co.uk/directory/1082.php
Opportunities

Arts council     http://www.artsjobs.org.uk
Crafts Council   

http://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/craft-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/craft-directory/opportunities/" \t "_parent" directory/opportunities/
Axis Arts   http://www.axisweb.org/
Artist Newsletter (a-n) 

http://www.a-n.co.uk/jobs_and_opp
